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League of United Latin American Citizens

July 7, 2004

Michael K. Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

MB Dockel WNo, (04-207

Dear Chairman Powell:

As policy director of The League of Untted Latin American Citizens, | am
extremely concerned about the “a la carte” cable system amended by

Congressman Nathan Deal. | believe this system will reduce or eliminate a

plethora of programs that are aimed at minority groups, while concurrently
mereasing cosls [orconsumers ol satellile services.

Today channels such as BET, and ESPN Deportes, a Spanish language sports
network, participate in a bundling system which allows these channels to thrive
by placing them within clusters of popular channels. As a result, viewers will
have the opportunity to test new channels. Moreover, this svstem does not leave
channels to survive solely on the subscription fees they charge lo cable
companies.

Unfortunately. under the “a la carte” system, where viewers would pay separately
[or cach channel, the bundling method would be eliminated enabling consumers
to disregard channels that they are untamiliar with, As a resull. minor channels,
such as those viewed by Latinos and African Americans, will become
unsuccesstul because they will have no opportunity 1o build a large audience.

Il implemented, the "a la carte”™ system would block the ability for cable
companies to share various cultural ideas and styles in thewr programming.
Consequently, the minonity representation on television will be eliminated or
strongly decreased. | uree vou to consider this new amendment seriously because
I believe it will hurt the future of our national television programming.

Smeerely,

Gabriela Lemus
Director of Policy and Legislation
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